Foghlaim/learning

Interact with others negotiating and discussing plans

, , N
Alt Tog a I a * Work as part of a group, taking turns and co-operating

Learning areas all areas of the curriculum can take place in the construction area. It provides opportunities for children to:

Use mathematical language to describe solid 3D shapes, position and size %é\/

CO n Stru Cti O n a rea * Design and modify as they build and construct with a wide range of resources
* Engage in role play and imaginative activities such as building space ships for themselves or homes from Lego for play poeple
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Aiseanna/Resources

Basic resources should include:

e Clipboards, pencils and paper to plan, design and record

e Photographs of buildings in the local and wider environment to
motivate children

Large construction

e Large cardboard boxes and cartons
e Large cardboard tubes

e Crates

e Planks
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guth na luathbhlianta

Develop their physical skills as they use a range of small and large construction equipment safely

Pleanail/Planning
Plan for children to have:
+ Daily access to a variety of construction equipment
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Opportunities to use the area in wide variety of ways

Space to work collaboratively with large construction equipment

Time to complete and modify constructions, sometimes storing them and
revisiting them at a later date

Diversity of presentation. Plan to provide small construction with other re-
sources such as small world resources, plants and other natural objects
A secure comfortable working environment that is not monopolised by one

group

Monitor the use of the construction area and use observations to inform future
planning e.g. id a particular group of children are monopolising the area plan
to spend time with other children in the area supporting their learning e.g.
bring some role play resources into the block area and plan to build a kitchen
extension

e Duplex soft flexible blocks

e Hollow blocks

e Solid blocks

e Large wooden blocks and bricks
e Large plastic blocks and bricks
e Solid steps and hidey holes

e Tyres

e Steering wheels

e Blankets and sheets

e Hammers, nails and various tools both real and toy

e Hard hats
Small construction

e Meccano

e Duplo

e Lego

e Sticklebricks

e Popoids

e Mobilo

e Polydrons

e QOctons

e Marble run

e Reclaimed materials—cartons, boxes, tubes and bottles

Tacaiocht foghlama/ supporting learning
Naiscoil staff should:

e Ensure that the construction area and resources are well maintained and safe
e Create an area that stimulates children’s creative and imaginative play

e Plan to spend time in the construction area observing children’s play and where appropriate
enhancing and extending play

e Provide strong positive images of women involved in construction play

e Model the use of resources and support children who are anxious of find these activities
challenging

e Ask open-ended questions which encourage discussion, investigation and experimentation
e Introduce, use and reinforce language which is specific to learning in the construction area

Teanga/language
Introduce, use and reinforce the specific language of learn-
ing in the Construction Area:




